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groups on the banks of the lake, and throwing into the water, as offerings, earthen-
ware pots in which blades of wheat have sprung up ; and that fakirs who take up
positions in the crowd mark every one present on the forehead with the earth
mixed with ashes, though for what purpose I could not understand.

In recording that during all this month we had no amusements, I forget what
was provided for us by the guests who shared with us the hospitable shelter of
the Moti Bungalow. These guests were no other than thousands of reptiles and
insects, which, being driven from the gardens by the rain, had sought refuge in
the roof and subsoil of our. dwelling. Their presence of course was somewhat
annoying, but the continual hunts we had with them slightly broke the monotony
of our days, and an enthusiastic naturalist doubtless would have esteemed it a
lucky chance.

I question if the reptile department in the Jardin des Plantes could ever
boast of a more varied and interesting collection. To begin with, our apartments
swarmed with lizards, large and small, which walked impudently over the walls
and ceilings; and, if we happened to raise a mat or a carpet, we were sure to find
scorpions of all sizes and colours, scolopendra, centipedes with venomous stings,
and black hairy spiders of most respectable dimensions. As for serpents, not a
day passed without discovering some black cobras, whip snakes, and other species;
and we might easily have filled a vast number of jars if we had only had the
spirits of wine.

With the month of August the official mourning of the court ceased. A grand
soiree was given at the palace to inaugurate the return to the usual mode of life,
when the princess Shah Jehan showed herself for the first time to the courtiers
with uncovered face; and the next day, to the utter amazement of all fervent
Mussulmans, she passed through the city in niasciiline attire, proudly mounted on
horseback. Shortly after we received a visit from Hussein Khan, who was the
bearer of an official message from the queen, the meaning of which I was at first
unable to understand, so largely were the good secretary's phrases intermingled
with Oriental flowers of rhetoric; but the Begum, it seems, flattered by our
adoption of the Bhopalese costume, had conceived the project of presenting us
with a khillut of honour, to which a Court dignity was attached. I refused at
first, remarking to Hussein Khan that these honours which the Begum designed
for us might give offence to the English authorities, who up to this time had so
courteously granted us aid and protection, and who might suspect us of ambitious
designs little befitting simple travellers; but I finally complied, on the express
condition that the ceremony should be of a strictly private character, which
could raise no difficulty from without; and the Begum herself, whom I saw the
same evening, assured me that everything should proceed according to my wishes.

On the morning of the appointed day, the raj-dwrzi came to try on the
glittering costumes which the queen had ordered for each of us for the occasion.
They consisted of long tunics of green silk gauze embossed with gold, vast
petticoat pantaloons of- crimson satin embroidered with silver, x kumurbunds,
or cashmere belts, of violet and gold, cloaks of deep scarlet-coloured cashmere
embroidered with gold and silver, and, to crown all, toque diadems in fine gold.

Having arrayed ourselves thus gorgeously, Schaumburg and myself, accompanied
by Hussein Khan, took our seats in one of-the Court equipages. Everywhere
the people crowded along the road, greeting us with sympathetic salaams; and